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Cliaran Banurji. The writer counts it one of
the privileges of his earliest years in India to
have known this great leader. He has never
forgotten his wise counsel, his friendly sympathy,
or his many acts of kindness. Banurji was
born in 1847 in one of the proudest families of
the priestly Kulin Brahmins. His grandfather,
as a priest, had fifty-four wives. At the age
of eight young Banurji was invested with the
sacred Brahmin thread in the temple of Kali,
and became one of the " twice born." A
brilliant student, he was ready for the university
at twelve, and won an entrance scholarship at
thirteen. He finally entered the Free Church
College under the great Dr. Duff. In 1865 he
was the honours gold medallist in the first B.A.
class that graduated from the college, and was
immediately appointed a professor in the institu-
tion. The next year he won his Master's degree,
standing alone in the first class in philosophy
and winning the university gold medal.

His religious impressions date from the day
of entrance into Duff's college. The prayers
of the great Scottish missionary moved him
profoundly. One day on hearing from the boy
that he had lost his father, Dr. Duff said, " Why
do you not accept God as your Father ? "
Though a bigoted Hindu, he now began to
study the Bible, testing the promise of John